








Enhance the pedestrian environment and reduce adverse impacts on water resources and the microclimate by mimicking the

natural hydrology of the region on the project site and reducing the area of heat island.

“Green Streets” are designed to provide stormwater mitigation as well as
attractive streetscapes that enhance the pedestrian realm. Streetscapes can be
designed to reduce pollution from stormwater discharges, reduce peak flow
rates to minimize stream channel erosion, and maintain or restore chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of downstream waterways. These systems
must consider and accommodate stormwater runoft/snow melt during frozen

ground conditions.

Key Points
Accommodate infiltration, reuse, and/or evapotranspiration of rainfall on site,

with:

a. Stormwater planters and tree box filters incorporated into pedestrian
zong; Permeable paving helps reduce impervious
b. Permeable pavements (i.e., interlocking pavers or porous concrete) surfaces in pedestrian walkways.

for pedestrian buffer strips;
c.  Rainwater collection and storage for on-site irrigation; and

d. Shade trees, landscaping, reflective paving materials, and open grid
paving of roads, sidewalks and parking areas to reduce heat island
effects and stormwater runoff

Planters and permeable pavers can be used to

J”Edlxtff stormwater inpﬂEtX.

Tree box filters can be a part of a sidewalk
retrofit.
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E: Vehicular Access and Parking

Minimizing Adverse Impacts

Design Objectives:
E-1 Minimize Curb Cut Impacts
E-2 Integrate Parking Facilities

E-3 Minimize the Presence of Service

Areas

E-4 Design “Green” Parking

Spokane Downtown Design Guidelines

Vehicular access and parking guidelines assist designers

and developers in creating projects that minimize

adverse environmental impacts.
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E-1 Minimize Curb Cut Impacts

Minimize adverse impacts of curb cuts on the safety and comfort of pedestrians.

Cornerstone Courtyard at 151 S. Adams St.:

Mirrors, audible signals, special paving on the
driveway, special lighting (including warn-
ing lighting over the garage door and LED
lighting embedded in the sidewalk), and areas
Jfor planting all combine to protect pedestrian
safety and comfort at this garage entry.

?‘

Like blank facades, curb cuts effectively “deaden” the street environment where
they occur by limiting pedestrian interaction with the building. Curb cuts tend
to increase pedestrian exposure to moving vehicles, limit opportunities for
landscaping and street trees, eliminate on-street parking spaces, and prohibit

uses which promote pedestrian interaction.

Key Points

When location curb cuts along public rights-of-way follow an order of
preference based on Complete Street types, with highest preference for site
access from alleys; followed by Type IV, Type III, and Type II Streets. Type I
Streets should only allow curb cuts when there are no other alternatives. This
preferential order accommodates pedestrian safety and comfort; smooth flow
of traffic; and reinforces a cohesive urban form. Where necessary, this ordering

can be modified to accommodate special conditions.

Where curb cuts are deemed appropriate, one or more of the following design
approaches should be considered for the safety and comfort of pedestrians:
a.  Minimize the number of curb cuts and locate them away from street
intersections;
b. Minimize the width of the curb cut, driveway, and garage opening;
c.  Share the driveway with an adjacent property owner;
d. Locate the driveway to be visually less dominant;

e. Enhance the garage opening with specialty lighting, artwork, or
materials having distinctive texture, pattern, or color (See also

Guideline C-7); and
. Provide sufficient queuing space on site.
Maintaining the appearance of the sidewalk across the driveway or access
roadway can indicate pedestrian prioritization to vehicle operators. Paving

differentiation may include:

g.  Special concrete treatment (coloring and/or scoring);
h. Special brick or concrete accent paving; and
P paving

i.  Warning pavers such as truncated domes.

Spokane Downtown Design Guidelines



In addition, the following standards to maximize mitigation of curb cuts may

be considered:

Allow only one curb cut per parcel;

—-

k. Allow multiple curb cuts within single parcels only with a minimum
distance of 150-feet;

l.  Utilize continuous medians to restrict left turns into access roads;
and

m. Provide a median/pedestrian refuge between lanes for two-way access
roads.
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The Streetscape Improvements map from Spokanes Downtown Plan Update (2008) identifies the location of each Complete Street.
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Minimize the visual impact of parking by integrating parking facilities with surrounding development; and incorporate

architectural treatments or suitable landscaping to provide for the safety and comfort of people using the facility as well as those

walking by.

‘ity Ramp Parking Garage: Consider
incorporating pedestrian-oriented uses and
design features at street level, and design
parking structures to be attractive architectural

features.

Consider incorporating vertical elements into

the parking entry facade as shown at the corner

of N. Madison and W. Sprague.

1 | A lE
" ”

When parking garages locate entry and exit

points mid-block, as shown above, the corners

at ground floor can support active uses, as

shown below. (Portland)
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Parking garages play an important role in the success of any downtown.
However, too often they are incompatible with nearby buildings because
they are designed for parking function without consideration of architectural

quality or street level activity.

Key Points

Enhance the pedestrian qualities of the streetscape adjacent to at-grade
parking structures or accessory parking garages. The parking portion of a
structure should be architecturally compatible with the rest of the building
and streetscape in terms of form, massing, and materials. Where appropriate

consider incorporating one or more of the following treatments:

a. Incorporate pedestrian-oriented uses at street level to reduce the
visual impact of parking structures (a depth of only 10 feet along the
front of the building is sufficient to provide space for newsstands,
ticket booths, flower shops, and other viable uses);

b. Incorporate vertical elements into the building facade;

c.  Visually integrate the parking structure with building volumes above,
below, and adjacent to;
d.  Use single enter/exit control points to minimize driveways; and
e. Locate stairways, elevators and parking entrances and exits mid-
block if possible. Avoid locating stairwells and elevators at corners,
especially along Type I and IT Complete Streets, to allow for active
uses at these critical locations.
Design vehicular entries to parking structure so that they do not dominate the
street frontage of a building. Subordinate the garage entrance to the pedestrian
entrance in terms of size, prominence on the streetscape, location, and design

emphasis. Consider one or more of the following design strategies:

f. Enhance the pedestrian entry to reduce the relative importance of the
garage entry

g.  Recess the garage entry portion of the facade or extend portions of
the structure over the garage entry to help conceal it

h.  Emphasize other facade elements to reduce the visual prominence of
the garage entry

i.  Use landscaping or artwork to soften the appearance of the garage
entry from the street
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Locate service areas for dumpsters, recycling facilities, loading docks and mechanical equipment away from street frontages

where possible; screen from view those elements which cannot be located to the rear of the building.

Unsightly service areas and elements adversely impact the Downtown pedestrian
environment and create hazards for pedestrians and autos. Mechanical
equipment (i.e., generators, air compressors, HVAC equipment, utility boxes
and meters) should be located within the building envelope, on rooftops
with appropriate screening, or below ground. Trash and recycling facilities
should be located within the building footprint or else properly screened from
public view. Coordination between tenants within one property and between

properties is encouraged.

Key Points
Incorporate one or more of the following to help minimize the impact of

service areas:

a.  Plan service areas for less visible locations on the site, ideally in the
service alley;

b.  Screen service areas to be less visible, with durable screening materials
that complement the building and incorporate landscaping to make
the screen more effective; and

c.  Locate the opening to the service area away from the sidewalk.

Spokane Downtown Design Guidelines
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Brick provides an attractive and effective screen
for trash enclosures.



E-4 Design

“"Green Parking

Design places for parking that mitigate automobile impacts ro air, temperature, and water; and improve the Citys visual and

environmental quality.

Curbs can be constructed to allow unconcentrat-
ed distribution of stormwater flow into swales.

Infiltration beds can be planted with native or
other plants adapted to seasonal variations in
water saturation and drought.

Integrate  snow  storage with  stormwater
facilities, or preferably designate parking stalls
or other paved areas adjacent to stormwater
facilities for snow storage.
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Surface parking can be designed to reduce pollution from stormwater
discharges, reduce peak flow rates to minimize stream channel erosion, and
maintain or restore chemical, physical, and biological integrity of downstream

waterways.

Key Points
Design surface parking lots to include a comprehensive approach to stormwater
management that addresses reducing the rate and volume of stormwater runoff
as well as collecting and cleaning runoff on site. Contact City Engineering
staff early to discuss possible options for addressing stormwater. Consider
employing one or more of the following strategies as determined appropriate
by City Engineering staff.

a.  Design parking to reduce impervious surfaces to the extent possible;

b.  Design parking and stormwater collection systems to work with natural

grades;

c.  Direct stormwater runoff into City approved infiltration areas and install

curb alternatives to allow for natural, unconcentrated flow into these areas; -

d. Amend planting soils in all landscaped and infiltration areas to ensure soil

health (for infiltration, healthy plants, and stormwater treatment);

e.  Consider structural soils under parking areas adjacent to required canopy
trees (to promote tree health for rainwater interception, stormwater

infiltration, and reduction of the heat island effect);
f. Install light-colored paving to reduce heat island effect.

g. Install pervious paving on pedestrian surfaces and other areas that do not
require bio-filtering;
h. Install pervious surfacing on areas used for overflow automobile parking or

service drives;

i.  Consider installing a green roof or direct roof runoff to at-grade scormwater

planters for parking structures.

j. Consider covering parking areas so that stormwater may not require
fileration. It may then be directed to planting areas or cisterns.

k.  Designate paved areas of the lot for snow storage in order to reduce stress

and injury to the plants and reduce soil compaction.
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