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ORDINANCE NO. C______________________ 
 

An ordinance adding a definition for the Central Business District and a definition 
for the Design Review Board to the Spokane Municipal Code; amending SMC sections 
17A.020.030; and 17A.020.040. 

 
The City of Spokane does ordain: 

 
Section1. That SMC section 17A.020.030 is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17A.020.030 “C” Definitions 
 
A. Candidate Species. 

A species of fish or wildlife, which is being reviewed, for possible classification as 
threatened or endangered. 

 
B. Carport. 

A carport is a garage not entirely enclosed on all sides by sight-obscuring walls 
and/or doors. 

 
C. Cellular Telecommunications Facility. 

They consist of the equipment and structures involved in receiving 
telecommunication or radio signals from mobile radio communications sources 
and transmitting those signals to a central switching computer that connects the 
mobile unit with the land-based telephone lines. 

 
D. Central Business District. 

The general phrase “Central Business District” refers to the area designated on 
the Comprehensive Plan as the “Downtown” and includes all of the area 
encompassed by all of the Downtown zoning categories combined. 

 
((D)) E. Certificate of Appropriateness. 

Written authorization issued by the commission or its designee permitting an 
alteration or significant change to the controlled features of a landmark or 
landmark site after its nomination has been approved by the commission. 
 

((E)) F. Certificate of Capacity. 
A document issued by the planning services department indicating the quantity of 
capacity for each concurrency facility that has been reserved for a specific 
development project on a specific property. The document may have conditions 
and an expiration date associated with it. 
 

((F)) G. Change of Use. 
For purposes of modification of a preliminary plat, “change of use” shall mean a 
change in the proposed use of lots (e.g., residential to commercial). 
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((G)) H. Channel Migration Zone (CMZ). 
A corridor of variable width that includes the current river plus adjacent area 
through which the channel has migrated or is likely to migrate within a given 
timeframe, usually one hundred years. 
 

((H)) I.  City. 
The City of Spokane, Washington. 

 
((I)) J.  Clear Street Width. 

The width of a street from curb to curb minus the width of on-street parking lanes. 
 

((J)) K. Clear Zone. 
An unobstructed, relatively flat area provided beyond the edge of the traveled 
way for the recovery of errant vehicles. 
 

((K)) L. Cliffs. 
 

1. A type of habitat in the Washington department of fish and wildlife 
(WDFW) priority habitat and species system that is considered a priority 
due to its limited availability, unique species usage, and significance as 
breeding habitat. Cliffs are greater than twenty-five feet high and below 
five thousand feet elevation.  

 
2. A “cliff” is a steep slope of earth materials, or near vertical, rock exposure. 

Cliffs are categorized as erosion landforms due to the processes of 
erosion and weathering that produce them. Structural cliffs may form as 
the result of fault displacement or the resistance of a cap rock to uniform 
downcutting. Erosional cliffs form along shorelines or valley walls where 
the most extensive erosion takes place at the base of the slope. 

 
((L)) M. Closed Record Appeal Hearing 

A hearing, conducted by a single hearing body or officer authorized to conduct 
such hearings, that relies on the existing record created during a quasi-judicial 
hearing on the application. No new testimony or submission of new evidence and 
information is allowed. 
 

((M)) N. Collector Arterial. 
A relatively low speed street serving an individual neighborhood. 
  
1. Collector arterials are typically two-lane roads with on-street parking.  
 
2. Their function is to collect and distribute traffic from local access streets to 

principal and minor arterials. 
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((N)) O. Co-location. 
Is the locating of wireless communications equipment from more than one 
provider on one structure at one site. 

 
((O)) P. Colony. 

A hive and its equipment and appurtenances, including one queen, bees, comb, 
honey, pollen, and brood. 

 
((P)) Q. Commercial Driveway. 

Any driveway access to a public street other than one serving a single-family or 
duplex residence on a single lot. 
 

((Q)) R. Commission – Historic Landmarks 
The City/County historic landmarks commission. 
 

((R)) S. Community Banner. 
A temporary banner made of sturdy cloth or vinyl that is not commercial 
advertising that has the purpose of the promotion of a civic event, public service 
announcement, holiday decorations, or similar community and cultural interests 
and is placed on a structure located in the public right-of-way, subject to 
procedures authorized by city administrator. 
 

((S)) T. Community Meeting. 
An informal meeting, workshop, or other public meeting to obtain comments from 
the public or other agencies on a proposed project permit prior to the submission 
of an application. 

  
1. A community meeting is between an applicant and owners, residents of 

property in the immediate vicinity of the site of a proposed project, the 
public, and any registered neighborhood organization or community 
council responsible for the geographic area containing the site of the 
proposal, conducted prior to the submission of an application to the City of 
Spokane. 

  
2. A community meeting does not constitute an open record hearing. 
  
3. The proceedings at a community meeting may be recorded and a report or 

recommendation shall be included in the permit application file. 
 

((T)) U. Compensatory Mitigation. 
Replacing project-induced wetland losses or impacts, and includes, but is not 
limited to, the following: 

  
1. Restoration. 

The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of 
a site with the goal of returning natural or historic functions to a former or 
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degraded wetland. For the purpose of tracking net gains in wetland acres, 
restoration is divided into re-establishment and rehabilitation. 

  
2. Re-establishment. 

The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of 
a site with the goal of returning natural or historic functions to a former 
wetland. Re-establishment results in a gain in wetland acres (and 
functions). Activities could include removing fill material, plugging ditches, 
or breaking drain tiles. 

  
3. Rehabilitation. 

The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of 
a site with the goal of repairing natural or historic functions of a degraded 
wetland. Rehabilitation results in a gain in wetland function but does not 
result in a gain in wetland acres. Activities could involve breaching a dike 
to reconnect wetlands to a floodplain or return tidal influence to a wetland. 

  
4. Creation (Establishment). 

The manipulations of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics 
present to develop a wetland on an upland or deepwater site where a 
wetland did not previously exist. Establishment results in a gain in wetland 
acres. Activities typically involve excavation of upland soils to elevations 
that will produce a wetland hydroperiod, create hydric soils, and support 
the growth of hydrophytic plant species. 

  
5. Enhancement. 

The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of 
a wetland site to heighten, intensify, or improve specific function(s) or to 
change the growth stage or composition of the vegetation present. 
Enhancement is undertaken for specified purposes such as water quality 
improvement, flood water retention or wildlife habitat. Enhancement 
results in a change in some wetland functions and can lead to a decline in 
other wetland functions, but does not result in a gain in wetland acres. 
Activities typically consist of planting vegetation, controlling non-native or 
invasive species, modifying site elevations or the proportion of open water 
to influence hydroperiods, or some combination of these activities. 

  
6. Protection/Maintenance (Preservation). 

Removing a threat to, or preventing the decline of, wetland conditions by 
an action in or near a wetland. This includes the purchase of land or 
easements, repairing water control structures or fences or structural 
protection such as repairing a barrier island. This term also includes 
activities commonly associated with the term preservation. Preservation 
does not result in a gain of wetland acres, may result in a gain in 
functions, and will be used only in exceptional circumstances. 
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((U)) V. Comprehensive Plan. 
The City of Spokane comprehensive plan, a document adopted pursuant to 
chapter 36.70A RCW providing land use designations, goals and policies 
regarding land use, housing, capital facilities, housing, transportation, and 
utilities. 
 

((V)) W. Conceptual Landscape Plan 
A scale drawing showing the same information as a general site plan plus the 
location, type, size, and width of landscape areas as required by the provisions of 
chapter 17C.200 SMC. 

  
1. The type of landscaping, L1, L2, or L3, is required to be labeled. 
  
2. It is not a requirement to designate the scientific name of plant materials 

on the conceptual landscape plan. 
 

((W)) X. Concurrency Certificate. 
A certificate or letter from a department or agency that is responsible for a 
determination of the adequacy of facilities to serve a proposed development, 
pursuant to chapter 17D.010 SMC, Concurrency Certification. 
 

((X)) Y. Concurrency Facilities. 
Facilities for which concurrency is required in accordance with the provisions of 
this chapter. They are: 
 
1. transportation, 
 
2. public water, 
 
3. fire protection, 
 
4. police protection, 
 
5. parks and recreation, 
 
6. libraries, 
 
7. solid waste disposal and recycling, 
 
8. schools, and 
 
9. public wastewater (sewer and stormwater). 
 

((Y)) Z. Concurrency Test. 
The comparison of an applicant’s impact on concurrency facilities to the available 
capacity for public water, public wastewater (sewer and stormwater), solid waste 
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disposal and recycling, and planned capacity for transportation, fire protection, 
police protection, schools, parks and recreation, and libraries as required in SMC 
17D.010.020. 
   

((Z)) AA. Conditional Use Permit. 
A “conditional use permit” and a “special permit” are the same type of permit 
application for purposes of administration of this title. 

 
((AA)) AB. Condominium. 

 
Real property, portions of which are designated for separate ownership and the 
remainder of which is designated for common ownership solely by the owners of 
those portions. Real property is not a condominium unless the undivided 
interests in the common elements are vested in unit owners, and unless a 
declaration and a survey map and plans have been recorded pursuant to chapter 
64.34 RCW. 

 
((AB)) AC. Confidential Shelter. 

Shelters for victims of domestic violence, as defined and regulated in chapter 
70.123 RCW and WAC 248-554. Such facilities are characterized by a need for 
confidentiality. 

 
((AC)) AD. Congregate Residence. 

A dwelling unit in which rooms or lodging, with or without meals, are provided for 
nine or more non-transient persons not constituting a single household, excluding 
single-family residences for which special or reasonable accommodation has 
been granted. 

 
((AD)) AE. Conservancy Environments. 

Those areas designated as the most environmentally sensitive and requiring the 
most protection in the current shoreline master program or as hereafter 
amended. 

 
((AE)) AF. Container. 

 
Any vessel of sixty gallons or less in capacity used for transporting or storing 
critical materials. 

 
((AF)) AG. Copy. 

 
Letters, characters, illustrations, logos, graphics, symbols, writing, or any 
combination thereof designed to communicate information of any kind, or to 
advertise, announce or identify a person, entity, business, business product, or to 
advertise the sale, rental or lease of premises. 

 
((AG)) AH. Cottage Housing. 
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1. A grouping of individual structures where each structure contains one 

dwelling unit. 
 
2. The land underneath the structures is not divided into separate lots. 
 
3. A cottage housing development may contain no less than six and no more 

than twelve individual structures in addition to detached accessory 
buildings for storing vehicles. It may also include a community building, 
garden shed, or other facility for use of the residents. 

 
((AH)) AI. Council. 

 
The city council of the City of Spokane. 
 

((AI)) AJ. County. 
 
Usually capitalized, means the entity of local government or, usually not 
capitalized, means the geographic area of the county, not including the territory 
of incorporated cities and towns. 

 
((AJ)) AK. Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&Rs). 

A document setting forth the covenants, conditions, and restrictions applicable to 
a development, recorded with the Spokane County auditor and, typically, 
enforced by a property owner’s association or other legal entity. 
 

((AK)) AL. Creep. 
 
Slow, downslope movement of the layer of loose rock and soil resting on bedrock 
due to gravity. 

 
((AL)) AM. Critical Amount. 

The quantity component of the definition of critical material. 
 
((AM)) AN. Critical Areas. 

Any areas of frequent flooding, geologic hazard, fish and wildlife habitat, aquifer 
sensitive areas, or wetlands as defined under chapter 17E.010 SMC, chapter 
17E.020 SMC, chapter 17E.030 SMC, chapter 17E.040 SMC, and chapter 
17E.070.SMC. 

 
((AN)) AO. Critical Facility. 

A facility for which even a slight chance of flooding might be too great. Critical 
facilities include, but are not limited to: 

 
1. schools; 
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2. nursing homes; 
 
3. hospitals; 
 
4. police; 
 
5. fire; 
 
6. emergency response installations; and 
 
7. installations which produce, use, or store hazardous materials or 

hazardous waste. 
 

((AO)) AP. Critical Material. 
 

1. A compound or substance, or class thereof, designated by the division 
director of public works and utilities which, by intentional or accidental 
release into the aquifer or ASA, could result in the impairment of one or 
more of the beneficial uses of aquifer water and/or impair aquifer water 
quality indicator levels. Beneficial uses include, but are not limited to: 

 
a. domestic and industrial water supply, 
 
b. agricultural irrigation, 
 
c. stock water, and 
 
d. fish propagation. 
 
Used herein, the designation is distinguished from state or other 
designation.  
 

2. A list of critical materials is contained in the Critical Materials Handbook, 
including any City modifications thereto. 
 

((AP)) AQ. Critical Material Activity.  
 

1. A land use or other activity designated by the manager of engineering 
services as involving or likely to involve critical materials. 

 
2. A list of critical materials activities is contained in the Critical Materials 

Handbook. 
 

((AQ)) AR. Critical Materials Handbook. 
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1. The latest edition of a publication as approved and amended by the 
division director of public works and utilities from time to time to 
accomplish the purposes of this chapter. The handbook is based on the 
original prepared by the Spokane water quality management program 
(“208”) coordination office, with the assistance of its technical advisory 
committee. It is on file with the director of engineering services and 
available for public inspection and purchase. 

 
2. The handbook, as approved and modified by the division director of public 

works and utilities , contains: 
 

a. a critical materials list, 
 
b. a critical materials activities list, and 
 
c. other technical specifications and information. 
 

3. The handbook is incorporated herein by reference. Its provisions are 
deemed regulations authorized hereunder and a mandatory part of this 
chapter. 

 
((AR)) AS. Critical Review. 

The process of evaluating a land use permit request or other activity to determine 
whether critical materials or critical materials activities are involved and, if so, to 
determine what appropriate measures should be required for protection of the 
aquifer and/or implementation of the Spokane aquifer water quality management 
plan. 
 

((AS)) AT. Critical Review Action.  
 

1. An action by a municipal official or body upon an application as follows: 
 

a. Application for a building permit where plans and specifications are 
required, except for Group R and M occupancies (SMC 
17G.010.140 and SMC 17G.010.150).  

b. Application for a shoreline substantial development permit (SMC 
17G.060.070(B)(1)). 

 
c. Application for a certificate of occupancy (SMC 17G.010.170). 
 
d. Application for a variance or a certificate of compliance (SMC 

17G.060.070(A) or SMC 17G.060.070(B)(1)). 
 
e. Application for rezoning (SMC 17G.060.070(B)(1)). 
 
f. Application for conditional permit (SMC 17G.060.070(A)). 
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g. Application for a business license (SMC 8.01.120). 
 
h. Application for a permit under the Fire Code (SMC 17F.080.060). 
 
i. Application for a permit or approval requiring environmental review 

in an environmentally sensitive area (SMC 17E.050.260).  
 
j. Application for connection to the City sewer or water system. 
 
k. Application for construction or continuing use of an onsite sewage 

disposal system (SMC 13.03.0149) and (SMC 13.03.0304). 
 
l. Application for sewer service with non-conforming or non-standard 

sewage (SMC 13.03.0145, SMC 13.03.0314, and SMC 
13.03.0324). 

 
m. Application involving a project identified in SMC 17E.010.120. 
 
n. Issuance or renewal of franchise; franchisee use of cathodic 

protection also requires approval or a franchise affecting the City 
water supply or water system. 

 
o. Application for an underground storage tank permit (SMC 

17E.010.210); and 
 
p. Application for permit to install or retrofit aboveground storage 

tank(s) (SMC 17E.010.060(A) and SMC 17E.010.400(D)).  
 

2. Where a particular municipal action is requested involving a land use 
installation or other activity, and where said action is not specified as a 
critical review action, the City official or body responsible for approval 
may, considering the objectives of this chapter, designate such as a 
critical review action and condition its approval upon compliance with the 
result thereof. 

 
((AT)) AU. Critical Review Applicant. 

A person or entity seeking a critical review action. 
 

((AU)) AV. Critical Review Officer – Authority. 
 

1. The building official or other official designated by the director of public 
works and utilities. 

 
2. For matters relating to the fire code, the critical review officer is the fire 

official. 
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3. The critical review officer carries out and enforces the provisions of this 

chapter and may issue administrative and interpretive rulings. 
 
4. The critical review officer imposes requirements based upon this chapter, 

regulations, and the critical materials handbook. 
 
5. The officer may adopt or add to any requirement or grant specific 

exemptions, where deemed reasonably necessary, considering the 
purpose of this chapter. 

 
((AV)) AW. Critical Review Statement. 

A checklist, disclosure form, or part of an application for a critical review action, 
disclosing the result of critical review. Where not otherwise provided as part of 
the application process, the critical review officer may provide forms and a time 
and place to file the statement. 
 

((AW)) AX. Curb Ramp. 
A ramp constructed in the sidewalk to allow wheelchair access from the sidewalk 
to the street. 
 

((AX)) AY. Cutbank. 
The concave bank of a moving body of water that is maintained as a steep or 
even overhanging cliff by the actions of water at its base.  

 
 

 
Section2. That SMC section 17A.020.040 is amended to read as follows: 
 

17A.020.040 “D” Definitions 
 
A. Day. 

A calendar day. A time period expressed in a number of days is computed by 
excluding the first day and including the last day. When an act to be done 
requires a City business day, and the last day by which the act may be done is 
not a City business day, then the last day to act is the following business day. 
 

B. Debris Flow. 
Slow moving, sediment gravity flow composed of large rock fragments and soil 
supported and carried by a mud-water mixture. 
 

C. Debris Slide. 
A shallow landslide within rock debris with the slide usually occurring within a 
relatively narrow zone. 
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D. Dedication. 
The deliberate appropriation of land, or an easement therein, by its owner for any 
general and public uses, reserving to the owner no rights other than those that 
are compatible with the full exercise and enjoyment of the public uses for which 
the property has been devoted, and accepted for such use by or on behalf of the 
public. The intention to dedicate shall be evidenced by the owner by the 
presentment for filing of a final plat, short plat, or binding site plan showing the 
dedication thereon or by dedication deed to the City. The acceptance by the 
public shall be evidenced by the approval of such plat, short plat, binding site 
plan, or at the City’s option, by the City recording such dedication deed with the 
Spokane County auditor. 

 
E. Degraded Wetland. 

A wetland altered through impairment of some physical or chemical property 
which results in reduction of one or more wetland functions and values. 
 

F. Demolition or Partial Demolition. 
The destruction, removal, or relocation, in whole or in part, of a building or 
structure or a significant feature of a building or structure that is of important 
historical character. Demolition (or partial demolition) does not include the 
removal of past additions for the express purpose of restoration of a structure to 
its historic appearance, form, or function. Demolition (or partial demolition) does 
not include the destruction or removal of portions of a building or structure that 
are not significant to defining its historic character. This exclusion is valid so long 
as the demolition is done as part of a design review application approved 
pursuant to chapter 4.13  17C.040 SMC. 
 

G. Density. 
The number of housing units per acre as permitted by the zoning code. 

 
H. Department. 

Any of the departments of engineering services, planning services, fire 
department, or parks and recreation for which responsibility has been assigned 
by charter or code for administration. 

 
I. Design Departure. 

Any change that is sought to modify or waive a design requirement (R) or waive 
a design presumption (P) contained within the design standards. The design 
departure process is found in chapter 17G.030 SMC, Design Departures. 
   

J. Design Guidelines. 
A set of design parameters for development which apply within a design district, 
sub-district, or overlay zone. The guidelines are adopted public statements of 
intent and are used to evaluate the acceptability of a project's design. 

 
K. Design Review Board. 
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The Design Review Board is defined in chapter 4.13 SMC.  The Design Review 
Board was previously named Design Review Committee.  Any reference to 
Design Review Committee is the same as a reference to the Design Review 
Board. 

   
((K)) L. Designation. 

The declaration of a building, district, object, site, or structure as a landmark or 
historic district. 
 

((L)) M. Desired Character. 
The preferred and envisioned character (usually of an area) based on the 
purpose statement or character statement of the base zone, overlay zone, or 
plan district. It also includes the preferred and envisioned character based on any 
adopted subarea plans or design guidelines for an area. 
 

((M)) N. Detailed Site Plan. 
A general site plan to which the following detailed information has been added:  
 
1. Natural vegetation, landscaping, and open spaces. 
 
2. Ingress, egress, circulation, parking areas, and walkways. 
 
3. Utility services. 
 
4. Lighting.  
 
5. Signs.  
 
6. Flood plains, waterways, wetlands, and drainage.  
 
7. Berms, buffers, and screening devices; and  
 
8. Such other elements as required in this chapter. 
 

((N)) O. Developable Area. 
Land outside of a critical area and associated buffer including wetlands, fish and 
wildlife habitat conservation areas, riparian habitat area, landslide areas, steep 
slope areas, floodplain, floodway, shallow flooding, channel migration zone, and 
associated buffers, or any other restricted area on a particular piece of property. 
 

((O)) P. Development. 
Any proposed land use, zoning, or rezoning, comprehensive plan amendment, 
annexation, subdivision, short subdivision, planned unit development, planned 
area development, conditional use permit, special use permit, shoreline 
development permit, or any other property development action permitted or 
regulated by the Spokane Municipal Code. 
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((P)) Q. Development Activity – Floodplain. 

Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 
limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials located 
within the area of special flood hazard. 
 

((Q)) R. Development Approval.  
Any recommendation or approval for development required or permitted by this 
code.  
 

((R)) S. Development Codes. 
The state adopted codes, boiler and pressure vessel, building, electrical, 
elevator, fire, mechanical, plumbing, and related publications adopted by the 
City, along with other provisions of this code that relate to private access to, use 
and obstruction of public right-of-way, and engineering standards that relate to 
private construction of public utilities and facilities. 
 

((S)) T. Development Permit. 
Any permit issued by the City authorizing construction, including a building 
permit, conditional use permit, substantial development permit, or other permit 
required by the City. 
 

((T)) U. Direct Impact. 
An impact upon public facilities that has been identified as a direct consequence 
or result of a proposed development. 
 

((U)) V. Directional. 
Any of the four basic compass directions, abbreviated as follows: N, S, E, W, SE, 
NE, SW, NW shall also be considered as a directional. A directional is placed in 
front of the root roadway name. 

 
((V)) W. Directional Sign. 

A sign exclusively limited to guiding the circulation of motorists or pedestrians on 
the site. 
 

((W)) X. Director. 
The administrative official of the department responsible for compliance with this 
code, the development codes, and the land use codes. These include the 
director of building services, director of engineering services, and the director of 
planning services. 

 
((X)) Y. District. 

A geographically definable area, urban or rural, small or large, possessing a 
significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of buildings, objects, sites, and/or 
structures united by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical development. 
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((Y)) Z. Documented Habitat. 

Habitat classified by state or federal agencies as critical to the survival of 
endangered or threatened or sensitive animal, fish, or plant species. 
 

((Z)) AA. Domestic Animal.  
 

1. Large. 
Animals including, but not limited to, horses, donkeys, burros, llamas, 
bovines, goats, sheep, swine, and other animals or livestock of similar size 
and type. Young of horses, mules, donkeys, burros, and llamas under one 
year in age; bovines under ten months in age, and sheep, goats and 
swine under three months in age are not included when counting large 
animals. Miniature large animals are considered large animals.  

 
2. Small. 

Animals or fowl including, but not limited to, chickens, guinea hens, geese, 
ducks, turkeys, pigeons, and other fowl not listed or otherwise defined; 
mink, chinchilla, nutria, gnawing animals in general, and other animals of 
similar size and type. Young small animals or fowl under three months in 
age are not included when counting small animal or fowl. 

 
(AA) AB. Driveway. 

An all-weather surface driveway structure as shown in the standard plans. 
 
(AB) AC. Duplex. 

A building that contains two primary dwelling units on one lot. The units must 
share a common wall or common floor/ceiling. 

 
(AC) AD. Dwelling Unit. 

A building, or a portion of a building, that has independent living facilities 
including provisions for sleeping, cooking, and sanitation, and that is designed for 
residential occupancy by a group of people. Buildings with more than one set of 
cooking facilities are considered to contain multiple dwelling units unless the 
additional cooking facilities are clearly accessory, such as an outdoor grill.  

 
 
 
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON _______________________________ 
 
 

            
            
             ____________________________ 

      Council President 
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Attest:       Approved as to form: 
 
 
________________________________  __________________________ 
City Clerk      Assistant City Attorney 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________ 
Mayor       Date 
 
       __________________________ 
       Effective Date 
 


