City of Spokane

Memo e o=

To: Joe Shogan, Council President
Members of the Spokane City Council

From: Louis Meuler, City Planner
Kristen Griffin, Historic Preservation Officer

Date: 12/14/2009

Subject: Adopting a specific Downtown Boundary Area Map instead of the current reference to
Downtown Zones as a part of Spokane Municipal Code section 17D.040.230 “Demolition
Permits for Historic Structures in the Central Business District and National Register
Historic Districts.”

The Historic Preservation Office is concerned about continuing to tie the Demolition Ordinance
(officially known as SMC 17D.040.230 “Demolition Permits for Historic Structures in the Central
Business District and National Register Historic Districts”) to the downtown zones as is in the current
code today. This is because the downtown zones have increased in geographic area since the
original adoption of the Demolition Ordinance, which has resulted in an unintended expansion in
the area that the ordinance covers. If the proposed amendment outlined in this memo is not
adopted, the area subject to the Demolition Ordinance will expand into the area shown on the
attached “Downtown Zones Expansion Area Map”.

The Historic Preservation Office requests that the following amendment to section 23 of
ordinance C34530 be adopted instead of the current proposal. Replacement of section 23 of
ordinance number C34530 with the attached amendment and map will adopt a specific
“Downtown Boundary Area Map” into the Demolition Ordinance instead of the current general
code reference to “Downtown Zones.” This proposed “Downtown Boundary Area Map” will lock
in the current area of downtown subject to the Demolition Ordinance.

Adopting a specific map as a part of the ordinance will allow for the Spokane Historic Landmarks
Commission to review and propose deliberate changes to the geographic area covered by
Spokane Municipal Code section 17D.040.230 “Demolition Permits for Historic Structures in the
Central Business District and National Register Historic Districts.”

This amendment requires a council motion to replace section 23 of ordinance number C34530
with the attached replacement section that adopts the new map SMC 17D.040.230-M1
Downtown Boundary Area.

If you have any questions, please call Louis Meuler at 625-6096 or email at
Imeuler@spokanecity.org or you can call Kristen Griffin at 625-6543 or email at
kariffin@spokanecity.org .







